
         Response to Comments on EER 
 
 
 
         VII. Response to Comments on EER 
 
A. Federal and State Agencies (S) 

VII-1 

 

 
 

 
Response to USEPA 

 
 

1. PennDOT will continue to work with the environmental review 
agencies, counties, municipalities, and adjacent property 
owners to minimize impacts to the natural, community and 
cultural resources during the final design, construction and 
operation phase for the project.   

2. PennDOT is currently finalizing the proposed wetland mitigation 
plan for the proposed Parkway project and will coordinate with 
USEPA, as well as the other regulatory agencies, plan during 
the during the Section 404 Permitting process. 

3. PennDOT will continue to work with the federal and state 
regulatory agencies in the upcoming months to obtain all 
necessary permits, including the Clean Water Act, Section 404 
Permit.  
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Response to 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  
Department of Agriculture  

Bureau of Farmland Preservation 
 

1. As identified in the EER and the letter from the Department of 
Agriculture.  PennDOT will adhere to relevant Commonwealth 
ACTS and executive orders related to Farmland 
Protection/Preservation. 

 
2. During final design PennDOT will assure access to the tracts 

that may be isolated, including the Delaware Valley College 
Farm.  The Roth Farm is outside of the project limits and will not 
be affected by the project. 

 
3. The current Parkway design in the vicinity of The Agricultural 

Conservation Easement on the Delaware Valley College 
property is consistent with the information presented in the 
EER.  The impacts in this area only involve the portion of the 
Conservation Easement in wooded use and do not include 
actively farmed areas. 

 
4. The property known as the Dan Miller tract was developed by 

the property owner and there are no longer farming activities on 
tract “G2”. 

 
5. PennDOT is committed to minimize the effect of the 

construction on all agricultural properties, including the “Dreger” 
parcel, during final design.  The Parkway passes through the 
wooded portion of the Dreger parcel and there will be no impact 
to the agricultural field on this parcel. 

 
6. PennDOT will inform the Department of Agriculture of any 

change in impact to active farmland as the project progresses 
through the final design phase.   
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Response to PA DCED 
 

1. The comments received from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community Economic Development are noted. 
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Response to PA DCNR 
 

1. The comments regarding The Environmental Evaluation Report 
(EER) and the proposed parkway alternative are noted. 

 
2. The comments from DCNR regarding:  Provide Efficient 

Infrastructure (Principle 2), Foster Sustainable Businesses (lead by 
example) (Principle 5) and Restore and Enhance the Environment 
(Principle 6), Enhance Recreational and Heritage Resources 
(Principle 7), are consistent with PennDOT’s objectives for the 
proposed parkway alternative.  PennDOT will work with DCNR to 
incorporate Structural and non-structural Best Management 
Practices (BMP’s) for storm water management control including 
the items listed and the comments provided by DCNR. 

 
3. PennDOT is currently finalizing the proposed wetland mitigation 

plan for the proposed Parkway project and will coordinate with 
DCNR, as well as the regulatory agencies, as the mitigation details 
are being advanced.  PennDOT will pursue other mitigation options 
including wetlands banking in future transportation development 
projects.  

 
4. PennDOT will work with DCNR to develop a plan to avoid 

spreading invasive plant seeds and reduce erosion and 
sedimentation of water bodies.  Possible strategies include washing 
construction vehicle tires before moving to a new area in order to 
limit the potential spread of invasive plant seeds and root 
fragments.   

 
5. Our surveys to date indicate that there are no threatened or 

endangered plant species within the project limits.  We will continue 
to coordinate with DCNR staff and will provide the results of the 
spring 2007 survey for review and concurrence. 

 
6. PennDOT will work with the Municipalities in the project area to 

assure that the land use/open space planning is consistent with 
local and regional planning efforts.   

 
7. The comments in support of the proposed Shared Use Path (SUP) 

are noted. 
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Response to PA DEP 

 
1.  PennDOT will continue to work with DEP to avoid and minimize 

impacts to wetlands, watercourses, and floodplains and will 
involve DEP with the selection process for wetland replacement 
and other mititgation measures. 

 
2. PennDOT will work with DEP to obtain a Chapter 105, Water 

Obstruction and Encroachment Permit. Primary and secondary 
impacts, threatened and endangered species issues, and 
historic, cultural and archaeological issues will be addressed 
with the respective agencies prior to submission of any 
applications for DEP permits. 

 
3. PennDOT will work with DEP and the Bucks and Montgomery 

County Conservation Districts to obtain a National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction Discharge 
Permit prior to construction. An Erosion and Sediment Pollution 
Control Plan and a Post-construction Stormwater Management 
Plan will be addressed by the Department. 
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Response to PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 

1. The Comment indicated no objections were registered by the 
commission related to the currently preferred Parkway 
alignment as depicted within the Environmental Evaluation 
Report is noted. 

 
2. The Commission’s support for bottomless arch culvert 

structures for the majority of the new stream crossings is noted.  
PennDOT will continue to work with the Commission and the 
other resource agencies towards the mitigation of the proposed 
wetland impacts within the project area and also the selection of 
a 160’ stream enhancement project to compensate for the 
unavoidable stream impacts that are associated with the 
Parkway Project. 
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Response to PA Department of Health 
 

1. The Comments from the Bureau of Epidemiology indicating the 
health of nearby residents are not threatened and there is no 
apparent public health hazard, are noted. 

 
2. PennDOT will work with emergency service providers to ensure 

that the appropriate facilities are provided to respond to 
incidents along the Parkway and the Shared Use Path including 
a marking system and Access Plan for the Shared Use Path 
(SUP), adequate width for emergency vehicles and emergency 
vehicle access during construction.   

 
3. PennDOT has determined that a call box system for the 

proposed Parkway is not appropriate. PennDOT will install 
conduit for future Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
devices as part of the Parkway construction for the length of the 
project. 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




